
Time to explore 
the

transportation 
budget … 

grab a drink and 
let’s go.



The Transportation Committee is both a 
policy and budget committee, so it 

doesn’t operate like any other committee.

The Joint Transportation Committee does 
studies during interim and holds meetings.



▪ State agencies prepare budget requests to submit to the 
Office of Financial Management.  They are posted on 
OFM’s website starting in September.

▪ In November, there is a revenue forecast put together by 
WSDOT that provides the base amount of spending 
available for the budget.   It is posted on OFM’s website:

https://ofm.wa.gov/budget/budget-instructions/transportation-revenue-
information

How does a budget come to be….



Funding Sources



Dept. of Licensing “Statistics At A Glance”



Funding Sources



Like Santa Clause, the 
Governor’s budget comes 
in December.   It is not the 

basis of the legislature’s 
budget, but it informs the 

discussion. 

State agencies cannot ask 
for things that are not in 
the Governor’s budget.



• First week of Session the Transportation Committee hears about 
the Governor’s budget.  It is introduced by the chair of the 
transportation committee.    

• The budget cabinet starts to meet.

• LA’s should be assembling whatever projects or budget provisos 
are going to be requested.

January



• There is no new money and lots of unfunded projects.  

• Asks for new projects will result in pressure to support a revenue 
package from the Democrats.

• There are multiple Democrat revenue plans being worked. 

• The “Republican Solution” is to mostly to fix it first, finish what is already 
agreed to, and prioritize existing statewide revenues.

• The budget includes amounts for competitive awarded grants for local 
governments - WSDOT Local Programs, County Rural Administrative Board, 
Transportation Improvement Board & Freight Strategic Investment Board.

Transportation Funding Requests



For projects and provisos – identify the following:
• Is it a state or local obligation?
• How much is it going to cost?
• Is it ready to go or just a concept?
• What priority is it for your boss or district?
• If it’s a state project, has anyone discussed it with WSDOT 

(regional administrator/governmental affairs)?
• Has your member talked to the Ranking Member, then the 

Chair if the Ranking Member recommends it.
• Please send info to Ranking Member, LA, and policy staff.

Transportation Budget Requests



• Policy Cut Off 
• Have all budget requests into the Ranking Member and staff

• Fiscal Cut Off / Budget Forecast

Then the big reveal….
• Monday – Chair’s striker posted on LEAP, HRC Caucus briefed, 
and the  striker has a public hearing in committee
• Wednesday – Voted out of committee
• Thursday or Friday – Voted off the floor

February or March



Let’s take a LEAP….



Conference

• House and Senate Chair and Ranking 
Members meet

• Nonpartisan and caucus staff participate

• All the differences in $ amounts and words 
are discussed

• New things can be slipped into it

• Floor vote is yay or nay without 
amendments.



Legislative Budget Notes

http://fiscal.wa.gov/OperatingBillsDocsLBNs.aspx



JTC Resource Manual



WSDOT’s Gray Notebook

https://wsdot.wa.gov/accountability/gray-notebook/archives



QUESTIONS?


